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OUR MISSION
The Nunavut Bilingual Education Society (NBES) works to preserve and promote Inuit
language, culture, and strengthen literacy throughout Nunavut and across Canada by providing
accessible, culturally appropriate learning resources and support.

About NBES
The Nunavut Bilingual Education Society (NBES) is a community-based, non-profit society
established in 2003. NBES was created by a group of Nunavut educators, cultural promoters,
and storytellers concerned with the preservation, protection, and promotion of Inuit oral history
and storytelling, cultural knowledge, and language.
It is the society’s belief that the cooperation of engaged, talented and, concerned Nunavummiut
will result in Northern educational resources that support Inuit education in Nunavut and the
successful transmission of oral history, cultural identity, and language to future generations.
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Goals
the goals of nbes are:
To ensure that Inuktut resources, training, and support are available in Nunavut
for education in schools and homes;
To use education as a tool to preserve and promote the Inuit language and
culture;
To support the development of and distribute educational resources
promoting the Inuktut language as well as Inuit culture, history, geography,
and worldviews;
To equip young Nunavummiut with the skills needed to prepare and engage in
bilingual education and to foster a connection between homes, schools, and
the broader community;
To support the development and training of Nunavummiut creative and
educational professionals (writers, visual artists, educators, content creators,
etc.) and encourage their contribution to the development of educational
resources and instruction in Nunavut; and
To engage and ensure local communities are equal partners in the development
of NBES’ educational programming, ensuring the future of Inuit learning and
language preservation is self-determined.
nbes aims to meet these goals by:
Producing and distributing educational content and resources in Inuktut,
including books, films, games, and digital applications;
Conducting capacity-building trainings and workshops for Inuit with a focus
on Inuktut language and literacy development;
Designing and implementing community events to promote and teach about
Inuit culture and support Inuit writers, educators, publishers, artists, and
content creators;
Partnering with Inuit-led companies, professionals, institutions, vendors, and
local government to engage in and inform our programmatic initiatives.
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2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Ceporah Mearns
Vice President: Nadia Sammurtok
Secretary/Treasurer: Jaypeetee Arnakak
Director: Babah Kalluk
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Serving Our Communities through
Inuktut Language & Literacy Opportunities
2020 MARKED A YEAR OF UNPRECEDENTED CHANGE FOR ALL OF US. In the
face of a global pandemic that saw school and workplace closures across Canada, NBES
strove to find new ways to support our mission: to promote and strengthen Inuktut literacy
throughout Nunavut and across Canada by creating and distributing freely accessible
resources. The success of this past year has been due to the dedicated support of staff,
volunteers, generous donors, program partners, Nunavummiut educators, and community
members who collaborate with NBES and work earnestly to realize our programs and
projects. With their help, NBES has been able to adapt to shifting circumstances and
continues to provide new educational materials and opportunities to Nunavummiut.
Some of our most exciting 2020 projects included the launch of IlinniarutitTV, a web
channel that features animated stories, short films, vocabulary exercises, and phonics
videos for children, all in Inuktitut. Coinciding with the launch of IlinniarutitTV, NBES
developed the ᓈᓚᒍᒥᓇᖅᑐᑦ video series with the goal of creating a fun and educational
first-language resource that can be used to start the day at home with preschool-aged
children during the COVID-19 pandemic while daycares and schools may be closed.
In fall of 2020 NBES began the development of ᓴᐳᑎᓕᕆᓂᖅ: ᑎᑎᖅᑭᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ
ᔭᒐᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓂᖅ / Strengthening Language Through Writing and Storytelling, a suite of online
courses available to Nunavummiut across varying skill levels and interest areas with the
goal of teaching transferable writing skills. We hope this course will support interested
Inuit authors to develop their ideas. Courses are launching in January 2021, and we are
excited to hear your stories!
2020 also marked the first year NBES hosted the Nunavut International Film Festival,
celebrating both Canadian and Greenlandic films. We hope to build on the success of the
festival in 2021 in order to continue to foster collaboration and connection amongst Inuit
filmmakers and creators in Canada and internationally.
We have much more to share and reflect upon from 2020; our Annual Report shares
our project achievements, outcomes, and future goals for the Society. We look forward to
coming together again in 2021!
Thank you for your support,

Neil Christopher
Executive Director
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2020 IN REVIEW
● ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ

ᓱᕈᓰᑦ ᑕᕐᕆᔮᒃᓴᖏᓐᓂᒃ ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ 2020
2020 Nunavut Children’s Film Festival
Each year, NBES runs the Nunavut Children’s Film Festival, an Inuktitut
literacy initiative that provides children across the territory with an
opportunity to view films showcasing Inuit stories and culture. NBEScreated Festival Kits including DVDs, related activity sheets, and
participation prizes are distributed to participating schools.
The initiative works to inspire this young audience with entertaining
and educational resources that instil cultural and linguistic pride. The 2020 festival was
screened at Frobisher Inn’s Koojessee Room in Iqaluit on February 15 and was distributed to
over 15 educational facilities across 12 Nunavut communities!

highlights
10 short films
15 educational facilities
12 Nunavut communities
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ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ
ᑕᕐᕆᔮᒃᓴᓂᒃ
Nunavut International Film Festival
●

2020 also marked the first year NBES hosted ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ
ᓴᖅᑭᔮᖅᑎᑦᑎᕐᔪᐊᕐᓂᖅ ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥ ᑕᕐᕆᔮᒃᓴᓂᒃ, the Nunavut
International Film Festival. The festival showcased Inuktut
films from both Canada and Greenland, and took place
February 11 to 15 at the Francophone Centre in Iqaluit.
This year’s special guests included Zacharias Kunuk, Carol
Kunnuk, Apayata Kotierk, Malaya Qaurniq Chapman, Marc
Fussing Rosbach, and Aka Hansen.

7

ᐃᓕᓐᓂᐊᕈᑎᑦᑎᕕ
IlinniarutitTV
●

In April 2020, NBES officially launched
IlinniarutitTV. IlinniarutitTV features animated stories, short films, vocabulary exercises,
and phonics videos for children, all in
Inuktitut. The launch of the site makes Inuktut
language resources freely available to young
learners across Canada. This webchannel
aims to educate preschool children through
the use of phonics and vocabulary videos and
songs, as well as animated storybooks and
books available for download. The website
itself is bilingual, but the materials you will
find at IlinniarutitTV are exclusively in Inuktut
and are intended to support first language
immersion at home. NBES looks forward to
expanding the channel’s content in 2021.
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ᓈᓚᒍᒥᓇᖅᑐᑦ
Engaged Read Videos
●

With funding from the Canadian Roots
Foundation and Nunavut Film Development
Corporation, NBES created the ᓈᓚᒍᒥᓇᖅᑐᑦ
series of engaged read videos. The goal of the
project was to create a fun and educational
first-language resource that can be used to
start the day at home with preschool-aged
children, especially during the COVID-19
pandemic while daycares and schools may
be closed.
Each ᓈᓚᒍᒥᓇᖅᑐᑦ video is hosted by Looee
Arreak, who reads a children’s storybook
aloud alongside animated close-ups of the
story’s illustrations. Since posting the video’s
on our children’s webchannel, ilinniarutit.ca
has seen a 43% increase in sessions by users
on the site, making the series one of our most
popular projects to date. Keep an eye out for
new ᓈᓚᒍᒥᓇᖅᑐᑦ videos in 2021!
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ᐅᕙᓐᓂᒃ ᑲᒪᑦᑎᐊᕐᓂᕋ
My Healthy Self Booklet
●

The My Healthy Self Booklet is a resource created in partnership with Inhabit Education and the
Quality of Life Secretariat. This downloadable booklet comes in two editions for children from
Kindergarten to Grade 3 and Grades 4-6. Each booklet contains fun and engaging activities that
reinforce important emotional literacy concepts to help children think about their physical and
mental well-being. This resource is available in English and in Inuktitut, and can be viewed and
downloaded on the NBES website and at IlinniarutitTV.
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ᓴᐳᑎᓕᕆᓂᖅ: ᑎᑎᖅᑭᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᔭᒐᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓂᖅ
Strengthening Language
through Writing and
Storytelling
●

ᓴᐳᑎᓕᕆᓂᖅ: ᑎᑎᖅᑭᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ
ᔭᒐᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓂᖅ/Strengthening
Language
Through Writing and Storytelling is
a suite of online courses developed
by NBES in partnership with Inhabit
Education and made possible with the
support of Makigiaqta Inuit Training
Corporation. This program provides
creative and technical writing courses to
Nunavummiut across varying skill levels
and interest areas with the goal of teaching transferable writing skills to Inuit adults as well as
further supporting and promoting Inuktitut and English language literacy through a series of
tunacreative
askiM writing courses.
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●

2020 Books

Here are some of the Northern-centred storybooks NBES produced and distributed in 2020.
Digital copies of these books are available for free download on our website!

Numiqtut Napaaqtut
The Dancing Trees
Written by Masiana Kelly and illustrated
by Michelle Simpson

Thomas loves to tell stories. Big stories.
Stories about how skilled he is on the land
in the Northwest Territories. But when one
of his friends grows tired of his tall tales,
Thomas has to prove how skilled he really is.
Taking the challenge to spend a night
alone in the forest, Thomas heads into the
wilderness. The trees, who have heard his
stories, watch him tear off their bark and
litter as he goes. And so, while Thomas
sleeps, they dance a dance that will leave
Thomas with a very different kind of story
to tell—if he can find his way home…

Apqutiliuqtani malingnahuaqpakhuniuk, kihimi naluqhaliqtuq anitiriaminik napaaqtulingmit.
Hivajautinnuamini nanihidjutaa aturnahuaqpakhugu, kihimi paatuliingiqtuq. Qilak
taaqhijuummiqtuq qaajurnaqhivalliablunilu, tuquffihuliqhuni—kaaliqhuni—mihigiliqtaa
aqiaruni.
Kinguani, ninngaumaliqhuni, iqihuliliqhuni, tuquffihuliqhuni, tangmaarviminut utirmijuq.
Amublugu kinipajuq qipini upalungaijaqtuq hiniffaariamini. Kaaliqhuni ihumarliqhuni,
ihumaliqtuq nigjaliurutikhamik alrujarmik nakhannginnami Inirnikhaatut nigjiqtaliuqpauhiitut.
Ikkitilgianngittuq, ikualattilimaiqtuq uqquujaamini igajaaminilu humigliqaak. Tuhaqattaqhugit
nivjaaqtut napaaqtut anuqqimi, inminik iqihimabluni tautuktuujaaqtuq taarmut
in’ngummakhuni.
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ᐊᒪᔪᕐᔪᒃ
Amajurjuk
Written by Levi Illuitok and illustrated by
Ben Shannon

A strange woman arrives at a camp wearing an
amauti made of wood. She convinces a mother
at the camp to hand over her child, and then runs
away with the child. The strange woman was an
amajurjuk, a child-stealing ogress. The child’s
father returns to the camp to find his child missing
and must find and rescue his child from the lair of
this ogress.

ᑎᑎᕋᖅᑐᖅ
ᑎᑎᖅᑐᒐᖅᑐᖅ

ᓴᖅᑲᓕᐊᓯ ᑯᓄᒃ
ᒪᐃᒐᓐ ᖃᔮᖅ-ᒫᓐᑎᑦ

ᖅ ᑖᓐᓇ ᐱᑖᖅᑎᑕᐅᓯᒪᓂᑰᔪᒥᑦ ᐃᓅᓪᓗᓂ ᓴᖅᑲᓕᐊᓯ ᑯᓅᑉ ᑕᕐᕆᔭᒐᓕᐊᖓᓂᑦ ᑕᐃᒪᓐᓇ
ᓯᓕᖕᒥᑦ, ᐊᖓᒃᑯᙳᕆᐅᖅᓴᑎᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᓂᒃᑳᖅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖅ ᐊᖓᒃᑯᙳᕆᐅᖅᓴᔪᒥᒃ
ᖅᑕᐅᓂᕆᔭᖓᓂᒃ ᓯᕗᓪᓕᖅᐹᒥᒃ ᐱᔪᒃᓴᐅᖕᒪᖔᑦ - ᓄᓇᐅᑉ ᐃᓗᐊᓄᙵᐅᓂᕆᔭᖓᓂᒃ
ᒥᒃ ᑕᑯᔭᖅᑐᖅᖢᑎᒃ, ᑕᑲᓐᓈᓗᒃ, ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔪᖅ ᑖᓐᓇ ᓄᓇᖅᑲᑎᖓᑕ ᐋᓐᓂᐊᓕᕈᑎᒋᔭᖓᓂᒃ.

EDIA.com

ᑯᓄᒃ • ᖃᔮᖅ-ᒫᓐᑎᑦ

ᑐᒥ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓇᖅᑐᓂᒃ ᑕᕐᓂᐊᓗᖕᓂᒃ ᐊᖅᑯᓵᖅᓯᒋᐊᖃᖅᖢᓂ ᓇᖏᐊᕐᓇᖅᑐᒃᑯᓪᓗ, ᒪᒃᑯᒃᑐᖅ
ᒃᑯᖅ ᐃᓕᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᖅᐳᖅ ᑲᑉᐱᐊᓱᖕᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᓴᖅᑭᑦᑎᔭᕆᐊᖃᙱᓐᓂᕐᒥᒃ ᓈᓚᒡᓗᓂᓗ ᖃᓄᖅ
ᑲᓐᓈᓘᑉ ᐅᖃᐅᑎᓂᐊᕐᒪᖔᒍ.

ᐊᖕᒐᒃᑯᙳᕆᐅᖅᓴᑎᑕᐅᔪᖅ
The Shaman’s Apprentice
$12. 95
Written by Zacharias Kunuk
and illustrated by Megan
Kyak-Monteith
ISBN 978-1-77227-220-8

51295

9 781772 272208

Inspired by award-winning Inuk director Zacharias Kunuk’s short film of the same name, The
Shaman’s Apprentice tells the story of a young shaman in training who must face her first
test—a trip to the underground to visit Kannaaluk, The One Below, who holds the answers to
why a community member has become ill.
Facing dark spirits and physical challenges, the young shaman must learn to stifle her fear
and listen to what Kannaaluk has to tell her.
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FINANCIALS
Revenue

Expenditures

January-December 2020

January-December 2020

Individuals
78.35 / 0%

Charitable
contributions

Corporations

Administration

12,350.00 / 0.02%

138,042.50 /
0.22%
252,500.00 /
0.39%

Territorial
Government
grants

146,744.69 /
0.23%

Foundations

9.1 %

90.9 %

90,725.00 /
0.14%

Programs

Federal Government
grants

LOOK AHEAD: 2021
In 2021 NBES will be launching our online program, ᓴᐳᑎᓕᕆᓂᖅ: ᑎᑎᖅᑭᕆᓂᒃᑯᑦ
ᐅᓂᒃᑳᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᔭᒐᔾᔭᐃᖅᓯᓂᖅ /Strengthening Language through Writing and Storytelling. We
will also be developing more ᓈᓚᒍᒥᓇᖅᑐᑦ videos to make available on IlinniarutitTV!
in order to support young learners at home. We have an exciting list of books on
the way, as well as the introduction of a new card game for kids, all of which will
all be available in Inuktut and free to download on NBES’s website. In 2021 we will
continue to grow our film festival initiatives and look forward to increasing Inuktut
language programming for adults.
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ᐃᓗᓕᖏᑦ

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS
The Nunavut Bilingual Education Society would like to thank the following funders and project
partners for their support:

Nunavut Department
2 ᓇᓄᖅof Culture and Heritage
Nunavut Department of Fisheries and Sealing
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ᓇᔪᒐᖓ

Indigenous Languages Component - Canadian Heritage
Makigiaqta
Inuit Training Corporation
6 ᓴᐅᓂᖏᑦ
Qikiqtani Inuit Association
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ᓂᕿᖏᑦ

Quality of Life Secretariat

12 Filmᐊᑎᖅᑕᓛᑦ
Nunavut
Development Corporation
Roots Exchange
14Canadian
ᐊᖑᓇᓱᒃᑎ

16
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Inhabit Education

ᐳᐃᔾᔭᖅᑎ
Inhabit Media

Taqqut
Productions
ᑐᓴᕈᒥᓇᖅᑐᑦ

UNAAQ Cultural Society
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ᓇᓄᕐᓗᒃ

Nunavut Cultural Heritage Society
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www.nbes.ca
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