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www.taku.tv

EXPLORE MORE
WAYS TO SUPPORT
LEARNING AT HOME

Tune into SLINNIARUTIT TV

This web channel hosts books, short films, songs,
and read-aloud videos to help pre-school aged kid's
learn new sounds and words in Inuktitut,
www.llinniarutit.ca

Share your favourite stories from the
Nunavut Bilingual Education Society
Enjoy free e-books in Inuktitut and Inuinnaguun.
www.nbes.ca

Watch {u (u_T I on your computer,
phone or tablet

Watch read-along storybook videos, short films, TV
shows and more in Inuktitut and Inuinnagtun.
www.taku.tv
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THERE ARE LOTS OF WAYS TO HELP YOUR KIDS
LEARN INUKTITUT & INUINNAQTUN!

Here are some of our favourite web-based apps and websites;
Anaana's Tent

Interactive with your friends from Anaana’s Tent!
Enjoy songs, games and mare,

— - Cogp>
Ugausiit Pinnguarutiit ¥
Learn to recognize Inuktitut sound’s, symbols and words, . °

Titirariugsauti
Listen to Inuktitut sounds, and write in syllabics.

Ugalimaarluk
Explore children's books, songs and storytelling in Inuktitut.

Inuinnagtun a
Use this app to listen and learn different words F

-
(Y Sonpes
unavil g

This initiative is sponsored by the Government of Nunavut

in Inuinnagtun.
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works to preserve and promote Inuit
language, culture, and strengthen literacy throughout Nunavut and across Canada by
providing accessible, culturally-appropriate learning resources and support.

About NBES

is a community-based, non-profit society
established in 2003. NBES was created by a group of Nunavut educators, cultural promoters,
and storytellers concerned with the preservation, protection, and promotion of Inuit oral
history and storytelling, cultural knowledge, and language.

It is the society’s belief that the cooperation of engaged, talented, and concerned
Nunavummiut will result in Northern educational resources that support Inuit education in
Nunavut and the successful transmission of oral history, cultural identity, and language to
future generations.

President | Executive Director: Jaypeetee Arnakak
Vice President: Nadia Sammurtok
Secretary/Treasurer: Neil Christopher

Members: Ceproah Mearns, Monica Ittusardjuat



Goals

To ensure that Inuktut resources, training, and support are available in
Nunavut for education in schools and homes;

To use education as a tool to preserve and promote the Inuit language and
culture;

To support the development of and distribute educational resources
promoting the Inuktut language as well as Inuit culture, history, geography,
and worldviews;

To equip young Nunavummiut with the skills needed to prepare and engage
in bilingual education and to foster a connection between homes, schools,
and the broader community;

To support the development and training of Nunavummiut creative and
educational professionals (writers, visual artists, educators, content
creators, etc.) and encourage their contribution to the development of
educational resources and instruction in Nunavut;

To engage and ensure local communities are equal partners in the
development of NBES' educational programming, ensuring the future of
Inuit learning and language preservation is self-determined.

NBES AIMS TO MEET THESE GOALS BY:

Producing and distributing educational content and resources in Inuktut,
including books, films, games, and digital applications;

Conducting capacity-building training and workshops for Inuit with a focus
on Inuktut language and literacy development;

Designing and implementing community events to promote and teach
about Inuit culture, educate about Inuit culture, and support Inuit writers,
educators, publishers, artists, and content creators;

Partnering with Inuit-led companies, professionals, institutions, vendors, and
local government to engage in and inform our programmatic initiatives.



2022 FORTUNATELY SAW THE TAIL-END OF THE PANDEMIC, AND LIKE MOST
organizations and, more importantly, people, we at Nunavut Bilingual Education Society
(NBES, or LS'Pc*LNo® Ac®odLPhc PN are working hard towards, and even
surpassing, our pre-pandemic capacities. This annual report proudly reflects what NBES
has done to jump-start into the new fiscal year.

With the support of the Government of Nunavut under the Home Literacy
Initiative, NBES sent out 100 Inuktitut and Inuinnagtun home literacy kits. These were
sent across Nunavut upon request through our website and proved to be very popular.
We hope that this initiative will continue to support this huge, often under-appreciated
component of supporting balanced literacy: at home, in schools, and in the children’s
communities.

Another hopeful sign that we really are at the sunset of the COVID-19 era is that
we held our publicly-and virtually-attended Aulajut: Nunavut International Film Festival
since the public health measures were enacted. This iteration was actually the 3rd of the
Annual Aulajut Film Festival, which went under the name of the Nunavut International
Film Festival previously.

In showcasing and celebrating Inuit talent especially, Aulajut: Nunavut
International Film Festival selection committee gave out awards under three categories:
Best Short Film, Best Documentary, and Best Feature Film. Congratulations to the
winners, all home-grown talent!

Alongside the Aulajut Film Festival we also held the 6th Annual Nunavut Children'’s
Film Festival. This is an NBES initiative that highlights and promotes Inuktut literacy by
showing films and after-viewing activities that celebrate traditional and contemporary
Inuit stories and culture. NBES put together and sent out Film Festival kits to participating
schools which included DVDs, activities, and prizes for participants. The offerings were
made available for on-line screening from February to June, 2022 and an in-person
showing was held on February 25th. The participating schools and classrooms mailed in
ballots for their favourite films.

NBES has a long and productive working relationship, amongst other funders, with
the GN Department of Culture and Heritage. With funding from Culture and Heritage,
NBES was able to produce three more Engaged Read Videos called, Naalaguminaqtut -
roughly translated Inuktitut for “our favourite stories”. These are educational resources
designhed for pre-school aged children whose 1st language is Inuktut. These videos are
posted online at ilinniarutit.ca, and NBES is proud to say that these are some of the most-
watched videos on the llinniarutit TV website.

Another highlight of our year was that we secured funding from the Department
of Education to conduct a preliminary inventory of the Elders' Advisory Committee
Archives in Arviat, Nunavut. We also video-taped some interviews with elders from



Arviat on 1Q principles and societal values. These Inuit elders, though not of the core group of the
Advisory Committee, were involved at some point or another in the Committee’s work. We plan to
develop and deliver some IQ and other Inuit language and culture resources for Nunavut schools,
for both Inuit and non-Inuit teachers and educators.

Overall, NBES not only marks another successful and productive year with projects
and other deliverables produced in a timely manner and on budget as the audited financial
statements indicate, but we are also proud to celebrate the 20th anniversary of NBES!

There is never a shortage of work. We are privileged and grateful for all the generosity and
commitment that our funders have demonstrated time and again in their willingness to invest
in and support NBES's important initiatives and projects that promote and celebrate bilingual
education in Nunavut. May the next 20 years be as successful as the last 20 in our partnerships
and collaborative relations with our funders.

LB

Jaypeetee Arnakak




Books

Amarugq, Naujaq, Tulugarlu
Wolf, Gull, and Raven

Adapted by Barbara Olson
and illustrated by Amiel Sandland

Wolf, Gull, and Raven are neighbors. Wolf and
Gull both share the food they catch with their
neighbors. They have a wonderful feast. But
when it's Raven's turn, the food she shares is an
unpleasant surprise!

This book project was made possible with funding from the i k \E
Government of Nunavut. &

Those Who Dwell Below
Written by Aviaq Johnston

Haunted by the vicious creatures of his recent past, Pitu tries to
g0 back to a normal life at home after the other-worldly travels
and near-death encounters of his recent disappearance into
the world of the spirits. But Pitu knows that there is more work
to be done, and more that he must learn in his new role as a
shaman. When word of a starving village nearby reaches Pitu,
he must go help its people appease the angry spirits. It soon
becomes clear that Pitu must travel to the bottom of the ocean
to meet Nuliajuk, the vengeful woman below, one of the most
powerful beings in Inuit mythology. There he learns about his
role in saving the starving community and that all in his home
camp may hot be asit seems...

This book project was made possible with funding from
the Government of Nunavut.
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Traditional Inuit Games from Arviat

Written and Illustrated by Donald Uluadluak

This book describes different Inuit games from the
Arviat region, as remembered by Donald Uluadluak.
Hand-drawn illustrations by the author accompany
each of the games described.

This book project was made possible with funding from
the Government of Nunavut.

Bestiarium Greenlandica

besc € oato

Written by Maria Bach Kreutzmann s e
” - UbotbIde

The world of Greenlandic mythology
is inhabited by a motley crew of B R s SR
dangerous, cheeky, and fantastical i SAPULDoLs PotbRCPYo® betet oot
beings that have played a vital role in .
Inuit beliefs and stories throughout
the ages. The Bestiarium brings
together Greenlandic history, myth,
and culture. It is a collection of what
is generally known about these
diverse beings, spirits, and animals,
their stories and descriptions are
paired with illustrations by various Greenlandic illustrators. A brief history of Greenland and
the shaman tradition launches the reader into the ancient world of Greenland and how myth
and legend told through generations mold and depict a place that was dark and grim, but also
mischievous and lively.

<GPEAAYe Lnd <o dPSL™

This book project was made possible with funding from the Government of Canada.



Home Literacy Initiative

With support from the Government of Nunavut, as well as Inhabit
Books, NBES put together and distributed 100 Home Literacy Kits

to households across Nunavut, as well as to families in Ontario

and Manitoba. Kit's were available in Inuktitut and Inuinnagtun, and
contained 5 to 6 books at various reading levels, a CD of lunktitut
songs, a DVD of Anana’s Tent, crayons, pencils, activity booklets, and
a tip sheet for parents and caregivers to help their little learners.
Literacy Kit went quickly once we opened the sign up form on our

website. We hope to continue this project, and grow the kits to N B E S

include more resources for parents and caregivers.

This project was made possible with funding from the Government of Nunavut.
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www.taku.tv

EXPLORE MORE
WAYS TO SUPPORT
LEARNING AT HOME

Tune into SLINNIARUTIT TV

This web channel hosts books, short films, songs,
and read-aloud videos to help pre-school aged kid's
learn new sounds and words in Inuktitut,
www.llinniarutit.ca

Share your favourite stories from the
Nunavut Bilingual Education Society
Enjoy free e-books in Inuktitut and Inuinnaguun.
www.nbes.ca

Watch {u (u_T I on your computer,
phone or tablet

Watch read-along storybook videos, short films, TV
shows and more in Inuktitut and Inuinnagtun.
www.taku.tv
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THERE ARE LOTS OF WAYS TO HELP YOUR KIDS
LEARN INUKTITUT & INUINNAQTUN!

Here are some of our favourite web-based apps and websites;
Anaana's Tent

Interactive with your friends from Anaana’s Tent!
Enjoy songs, games and mare,

— - Cogp>
Ugausiit Pinnguarutiit ¥
Learn to recognize Inuktitut sound’s, symbols and words, . °

Titirariugsauti
Listen to Inuktitut sounds, and write in syllabics.

Ugalimaarluk
Explore children's books, songs and storytelling in Inuktitut.

Inuinnagtun a
Use this app to listen and learn different words F

-
(Y Sonpes
unavil g

This initiative is sponsored by the Government of Nunavut

in Inuinnagtun.



Aulajut: Nunavut International Film Festival

NBES hosted the 3rd Annual Nunavut International Film

Festival, now with a new name: Aulajut! The week-long <>L€c

festival was held the last week of February at the Astro _oo_zzqe':':p;rxa‘:j;:o-w
Theatre in Igaluit, Nunavut and virtually on Taku TV!! Building f/ AULAJUT \ﬂ
on the success of the last 2 festivals, this year's festival NUNAVUT INTERNATIUNA
featured majority Inuit made films, two masterclass FILM FESTIVAL

sessions hosted by Nunavut Film Development Co,,
director question and answer periods, as well as a private
performance by members of Northern Haze following their
documentary INUK. The week concluded with a public
celebration at the Store House with Northern Haze.
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THE WINNERS OF THE FESTIVAL ARE:

Best Short Film:
Iguttaq directed by Nicholas Blachford

Best Documentary:

Elisape: Facing the Music directed by Sophie Proulx-Lachance

Best Feature Film:
Slash/Back directed by Nyla Innuksuk




6th Annual Nunavut Children’s Film Festival

Each year, NBES runs the Nunavut Children’s Film Festival, an Inuktitut © cqn'}bs0
6

literacy initiative that provides children across the territory with an olv(\d = 5s

opportunity to view films showcasing Inuit stories and culture. NBES ,ff ’-;,’:",::;'_::i\\ ?‘;
created Festival Kits which include DVDs, related activity sheets, : _,’ @ (.5) ‘\\ 35
and participation prizes that are distributed to participating schools A _",‘ w Y- )
and classrooms. The initiative works to inspire this young audience %",‘" ,l"‘ Z

.
-

-

with entertaining and educational resources that instill cultural E"'-'-.‘

and linguistic pride. The 2022 festival was screened online through N C F
February to June and in person at the Astro Theatre on February

25th. After tallying up the submitted voting sheets, the winner of the

festival is the Owl and Two Rabbits directed by Nadia Sammurtok!

-\

This project was made possible with funding from the Government of Nunavut, and the Qikigtani Inuit Association.




Cacdlha®dc
Engaged Read Videos

With funding from Nunavut Culture and Heritage, NBES was able to create 3 more videos

for our & cJla ®*2°€ series of engaged read videos. The goal of the project is to create a

fun and educational first-language resource that can be used to start the day at home with
preschool-aged children. Each ac. Ja ®*2¢ Each video includes a host who reads a children’s
storybook alongside animated close-ups of the story’s illustrations. Since posting the videos
on our children’s web channel, ilinniarutit.ca has seen a 439% increase in sessions by users on
the site, making the series one of our most popular projects to date! This year's titles include:

® Where did the Walruses Go?
Written by Tooma Laisa

® Spencer the Siksik Helps His Friend
Written by Nadia Sammurtok and
Shawna Thomson

® Mia and the Monsters:
The Monsters Help Out
Written by Neil Christopher

This project was made possible with funding from the
Government of Nunavut.

13



NBES Visited Arviat!

NBES secured funding from the Department of Culture and Heritage, Nunavut, to conduct an
inventory of the Inuit Elders’ Advisory Committee Archives in Arviat, Nunavut. In November of
2022, Jaypeetee Arnakak traveled to Arviat to do an inventory and collect meeting transcripts
and audio files. The second part of the Arviat trip was to conduct interviews with local elders
who've been involved in the Advisory Committee’s work at some point or another and, with
Eric Anoee Jr, the Department of Education Media Coordinator, and Mark Aspland, Aksut Media
Limited, we video-taped these interviews.

This preliminary work is intended to eventually generate Inuit Qaujimajatugangit resources
for Inuit and non-Inuit Nunavut teachers and support staff.

Photo by Isaac Demeester on Unsplash
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LOOKING AHEAD TO 2023:
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS!

In 2023, the Nunavut Bilingual Education Society will be celebrating 20 years of
operations! We have a lot of great projects planned that highlight how NBES has
continued to grow and adapt over the years. We hope to continue to grow our
Home Literacy Initiative, and create further resources to support Inuktitut language
learning at home. We also plan to expand the project to include curated resource
kits to day cares across the territory. We plan to grow our Inuktitut book collection,
working with authors like Susan Aglukark, Ceporah Mearns, and Etua Snowball. We
also have an exciting trip planned to gather stories from Elders in Sanikiluag. We
will also be continuing our annual Nunavut Children’s Film Festival and Nunavut
International Film Festival. Be sure to stay connected with us on social media to
stay up to date with NBES!




The Nunavut Bilingual Education Society would like to thank the following
funders and project partners for their support:
Nunavut Department of Culture and Heritage

Qikiqtani Inuit Association

Canada Council for the Arts
Indigenous Language Component, Government of Canada

TeleFilm
Nunavut Film Development Corporation
Inhabit Education
Inhabit Media
Taqqut Productions

UNAAQ Cultural Society

Nunavut Cultural Heritage Society
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